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MIRROR OF HUMAN NATURE. 


Proverss, xxvii. 19.—As in water face-answereth to face, 0 the heart of 
man to man. 


Tis text has received various interpretations; but there is among them 
one, more generally approved by the friends.of truth than any other; and 
which it would seem to me, is its plain and obvious meaning :—As a man 
looking into the water, (used anciently as a mirror,) sees there an exact 
transcript of his own countenance, so every heart has by nature precisely 
the same moral character with every other unsanctified heart. However 
men may differ, as to the circumstances of their being—as to their age, 
country, habits, and education—still every child of Adam, till renewed by 
divine grace, has, in the view. of Omniscience, the same moral aspect. 

Many, who still wish to be considered believers in divine revelation, 
have asserted, that the parts of Scripture, which give unregenerate men a de- 
formed and polluted character, are not applicable to men of the present day. 
When Paul says of the unregenerate world, and quotes the sayjag from an- 
other inspired author, * ‘I'here is none righteous, no not one ; is none 
that understandeth ; there is none that seeketh after God; they are all gone 
out of the way; they are together become unprofitable ; there is none that 
doeth good, no, not one; their throat is an open sepulchre; with their 
tongues they have used deceit ; the poison of asps is under their lips ; whose 
mouth is full of cursing and bitterness ; their feet are swift to shed blood ; 
destruction and misery are in their ways; and the way of peace they have 
not known ; there is no fear of God before their eyes” ;—when he says all 
this, it is roundiy denied that in civilized lands—lands enlightened and 
polished—there can be found beings of so barbarous a character, ' It may 
possibly suit the Turk, the Arab, and the Tartar; and may be adapted to 
some few outcasts in more favoured lands ; but as a general description of 
unregenerate men, it is rejected with proud disdain. 

In this style the Bible has of late been rudely mangled, till many feel 
themselves quite at liberty to deny the application to themselves of any text 
that would go to neutralize their creed, or wound their high sense of the 
dignity of human nature. It is hence considered important toshow, . _. * 

That men, in all countries and ages, and under every variety of . 
and manners, have had, and continue still to have, naturally, the same 
character. 
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This doctrine it will be my object to illustrate. But I shall first notice 
some of the circumstances whie have contributed to make men differ in 
their conduct, who have by nature the same moral character. 

In the first place, grace has made a wide difference in men who were by 
nature alike. This has been the case in most countries, and in all ages, 
since God first set up his church in the family of Adam. 

In the second place, the difference in the instinctive passions and affec- 
tiens has made men to differ in their conduct. 

In the third place, some have not the talents for doing mischief that others 
have. ‘This one cause may operate, when there is no other, to produce 
the greatest difference of conduct, where there is the same temper of heart. 

In the fourth place, some have not the opportunity to do mischief that 
others have. There may be the disposition, and the talents for gigantic 
iniquity, but opportunity may be wanting. Nero and Julian had the oppor- 
tunity, while many a wretch during their reign, possessing perhaps equal 
talents, obtained no celebrity in the service of their infernal master. There 
are men base enough to burn a world, who will die after having done but 

{ remark, finally, that one man may achieve less mischief than another, 
because more restrained. One man is held back from iniquity by his con- 
seience. In another, pride prevents him from descending to the deeds of 
sin which he would love to do. In another, interest is the restraining 
principle. Hence the most decent among all the ungodly, may have a heart 
that will compare in its every feature, with that of the thief, the robber, 
and the assassin ; though restrained from their deeds of death. 

Having thus noticed some of the circumstances which have made men to 
differ in thgir conduct and appearance, who have by nature the same 
oharacter of heart, I proceed to illustrate the doctrine, That men, in all ages, 
and under every variety of customs and manners, have had, and still con- 
tinue to have, naturally, the same moral character. 

1, We might infer the truth of this doctrine, prior to any argument, from 
the similarity of origin, aspect, and general habits, that belong to all ages and 
all nations of men. All men sprang from the same first parents; in their 
veins flows the same blood ; they have the same al spirit ; feed on the 
same food ; and have all naturally the same quer babies | and prior to any 
extraneous applications, have, as we analogically infer, the same temper of 
heart. For the same reason that we expect to find the lamb and the dove 
harmless, and the lion and tiger ferocious, through all their generations, and 
in all countries where they are found ; we expect man to be, in the temper of 

his heart, the same in all ages and in all nations. When we have settled 
the point that the human family are all of one species, analogy so far de- 

cides the truth of our doctrine, as to cast the burden of proof on those who 

venture to deny it. But there is on this subject more direct and positive 

testimony. I would then remark,  . 

*"@. That we can hardly fix our eye on any individual or community of anti- 
quity, but we can find its exact resemblance, in some individual or commu- 
nity with whose character we are familiar. 1 shall make my selections chiefly 
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from scripture history, and shall notice those whose deportment made it mani- 
fest that they were not born of God, or if étherwise, were left to act out their 
native character. When I look back to the family of Adam, I see in Cain the 
prototype of many a man born sixty centuries after him. He saw that his 
brother’s offering was more acceptable than his own, became envious, rose 
from envy to anger, and gave vent to his malice in a deed that rendered 
him a fugitive and a vagabond. Now who is so ignorant of human nature 
as not to see in society men of precisely the same description in the present 
day ; men who covet another’s distinctions, and from coveting become 
malicious, and would destroy, if human law did not interfere, the object of 
their spleen. Every generation and every country gives birth to just such 
men, and they are found amid every community from the highest to the 
lowest order of men, Witness the whole list of duelists, from the prince 
who settles his quarrel in style, to the poor kidknapped African who hews 
to pieces his antagonist with his hoe or his scythe. When their envy 
does not terminate in blood, it rises often to a horrid pitch of desperation. 

In the family of Jacob there was seen all that variety of evil disposition 
witnessed in later families. ‘There was parental partiality, and filial im- 
piety ; there was envy, and jealousy, and pride, and revenge, and vanity, 
and lust, and deceit, and, finally, all the unhallowed passions, that go to 
poison the harmony of domestic circles in every country. 

In the character of Balaam the false prophet, who pretended a high regard 
to the divine authority, and a sacred respect to the decisions of conscience, 
while yet he loved the wages of unrighteousness, and would gladly have 
permission of Heaven to curse the Lord’s people, we have the features of 
many an evil mind in the present day. Like him, when they cannot do 
wrong conscientiously, they lay conscience aside, and proteed -by the 
meanest measures to gratify their envy of the Lord’s people. Can they 
bribe Heaven, or force the Bible, or plead the example of the Lord’s people, 
to justify them, they prefer to sin conscientiously, but finally their wrath is 
too malicious to be restrained by the laws of decency, humanity, or 
honour. 

Look if you please at Shimei, who cursed David in the day of his adver- 
sity, and tell me if the present age, and all countries are not filled with men 
of precisely the same spirit. While their neighbour is prosperous, has 
wealth, and power, and influence, they are the merest sycophents ; but 
when the scale is turned, and they have nothing either to fear or hope for, 
they can display the meanest spirit of malevolence. They have souls the 
most mercenary, and no opinion of their own, till they fall in with some 
eurrent of public scorn, when, all at once, they seem the most decided of 
all men. Who has not witnessed, when public sentiment has set in upon 
some good man, of whom the world was not worthy, what a multitude will 
then for the first time discover that he is not fit to live. Witness that most 
noted of all cases ;—when our Lord was arrested, the very multitude, 
whose blind he had made to see, and whose deaf to hear, whose sicknesses 
he had healed, whose lepers he had cleansed, snd whose dead he hhad 
raised, could immediately cry out, Crucify him, crucify him. A few hours 
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previous, his enemies were afraid to arrest him, beeause his standing wes 
80 high in the public estimation. * But his character was unaltered. He 
did not all at once put on that unworthiness that became an excuse for 
their wrath. He was the same when feeding the multitude, as when hang- 
ing on the tree. Tell me, if from the time of David down to this day, 
society has not been thick set with men of precisely the same spirit with 
that miscreant who cursed the king of Judah in his flight. 

I name Joab, David’s chief captain, ambitious, jealous, impudent, pre- 
fane, revengeful,—and ask if society is not cursed in the present day with 
just such men. They will retain their place, and their honours, at any ex- 
pense ; will violate truth, and betray confidence, and direct their stab at 
reputation and life ; will carry revenge in their bosoms for years, and will 
finally violate all the laws of righteousness, and cover their souls with inde- 
lible guilt, to gratify an unbounded ambition. 

Let me name one from among that sex where it grieves me to find any 
fault,—the wife of Ahab; and tell me, if every age and kingdom has not 
had its Jezebels.. You remember her, as the abetter of falsehood, fraud, 
oppression, persecution, and crime in every varied form into which ,un- 
bounded depravity could mould itself. She entailed upon her husband the 
horrid imputation of having done more to provoke the Lord God of Israel 
to anger, than all the kings that were before him. Now you have but to 
divest her of royalty and power, and you will find her likeness in every con- 
siderable group of the world’s present population. She was noisy and im- 
pudent, bold and masculine, controlled her husband, guided his measures, 
made him avenge her quarrels, instigated hitn to deeds of oppression, hated all 
that was holy, abused the Lord’s prophet, and honoured Baal, and finally was 
eaten of dogs, and went to her own place. Now can it be doubted but that 
you could find in every district of this world’s population many a daughter 
of depravity, after her own likeness, whom you have only to vest with 
power, and clothe with royalty, and yoke to a weak and wicked prince, 
and you have another Jezebel, prepared to pollute all that is fair, and 
blight all that is flourishing in the Israel of God ? 

You may go out of Israel, and survey all nations of all ages, and 
you will find all that variety of character noticed in Israel, and seen in our 
day, and our land. You may select the worst man that has lived in any age 
or kingdom, or the best of all the ungodly, and you will trace his resemblance 
in every period and .in eyery tribe of the human family. We allow that 
circumstances may favour or retard the growth, and the unbridled exercise 
of the passions in one nation, or at one period, more than another ; but 
still a general comparison of this world’s population, at different periods, 
will lead invariably to the conclusion that, “‘as in water face answereth 
to face, so the heart of man to man,”’—that the revolutions of time 
have yet brought round no golden age, in which there was not displayed 
the same temper and disposition, and when there were not born men of 
the same general character. I proceed to a 
- $. Argument. There have prevailed in all ages and nations the same 
ctimes, calling for the restraining influence of the same laws. 
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Men have been in all times and places inclined to wrong their fellow- 
men of their property. Hence fraud, theft, robbery, and oppression have been 
blots in the history of every people who have inhabited the globe. - It will 
not be denied that the immediate descendants of Abraham were the most 
moral and civilized people of their time; yet these crimes prevailed in 
Israel. One would steal an ox, or a sheep, and kill it, and this vice must 
be restrained by the penalty of restoring five oxen for an ox, and four sheep 
for a sheep. Another would turn his beast into his neighbour's field and 
cause it to be eaten up; and must make restitution of the best of his own 
field. . Another would remove his neighbour’s landmark ; in which case 
there must light a curse upon his head, to which all the people must say, 
Amen. There were those who would vex and oppress the - stranger, 
those who would: exact usury, those who would take in pledge a neigh- 
bour’s raiment, those who would not pay the tithes that God had enjoined, 
those who would take a bribe, who would follow the multitude to do evil, 
who would profane the Sabbath, who would bear false witness, who would 
covet a neighbour’s wife, or ox, or field. And all these crimes prevailed, 
to.a still greater degree, among the nations bordering upon Israel, who 
had not upon them the restraints of God’s written law. And who will 
deny, that these crimes are still common? Have we not the usurer, the 
slanderer, the thief, the,oppressor, the profane, the adulterer, and the Sab- 
bath-breaker ? Have ‘we not in use similar laws to those which’ curbed to 
decency, and honesty, and integrity, the family of Abraham? What rea- 
gon have we to assert, that a single statute in the law of Moses went to 
restrain a crime that has since then become obsolete? Hence what reason 
to believe, that human nature has become better? What reason to believe, 
that the descriptions of depravity which applied to Israel, Babylon, Egypt, 
Syria, and Sidon, or even to Sodom, will not apply with equal propriety to 
the men of this land, and of all lands, and all generations, when circum- 
stances favour the growth and the practice of the same vices? * As in 
water face answereth to face, so the heart of man to man.”’ I draw my 

4. Argument from the fact, that the Bible has never begome obsolete. 

It describes men of other periods, and the description suits the present 
generation. Some parts of the Bible describe men as they acted three and 


' four thousand years ago ; other parts, as they conducted eighteen hundred 


years since ; and i# informs us how men will act down to the end of time. 
Now, sinners in. the present day, soon as they gain some knowledge of 
themselves, find a faithful description of their hearts in the same Bible. It 
proves, wherever there is a spirit of self-application, “ a discerner of te 
thoughts and intents of the heart.” We have sometimes seen pe 
greatly astonished, to find, all at once, that they had in their house a 
neglected book, that could tell them all the secrets of their hearts. And 
this circumstance has not unfrequently persuaded them that the Bible was 
written by the finger of God. 

But if human nature has gradually become better, as some would pre- 
tend to believe ; if the awful descriptions of depravity given us in the Bible 
would suit only the generations or communities, of whom they were origi- 


































































ea 






38 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. [Aug. 


ginally given, the book would not seem adapted, as it does, to men as they 
now feel and conduct. When the unregenerate world shall have become as 
much better, as it has become quite fashionable to believe, the Bible will be 
no longer adapted to our condition. It will not then be a light to our feet 
andalamp toour path. I can believe that the spirit of the divine law will 
be in force in heaven, but that detail of the law, found in the Bible, and 
adapted to a race of sinful and polluted men, must go into disuse when 
there shall be born a race free from entire depravity. The Bible was in- 
tended to follow men into the labyrinths of vice, and there warn, and admo- 
nish, and threaten, and reprove. Hence when men shall not thus run into 
sin, they will need, and God will inspire them, a new Bible. It was intended 
to block up the way of death, and save men from destroying themselves ; 
but when men shall no longer love to tread the way to perdition, the Bible 
will not be the book they will need, and God will recall his word, and give 
the world other instructions, adapted to their altered and better condition, 
Hence whatever evidence we have that the Bible is still the very book we 
need, we have equal testimony that men are by nature depraved, as they ever 
were. For if the civil law of Moses would suit well the present generation, 
though written more than three thousand years since ; and if the Prophecies 
and the Psalms written five and seven hundred years later, are descriptive of 
just such men as we ere; and if the Gospels and the Epistles, of still later 
date, seem adapted to the moral character of the present generation ; with 
what face can men assert that their native heart has changed at all its cha- 
racter? Must not the honest man believe still, that, ** as in water face 
answereth to face, so the heart of man to man’’ ? 

I close with remarks. 

1. We see one source of those corruptions of doctrine with which the 
world is filled. Men have determined that human nature has grown better, 
and that men are born now very different beings from the antediluvians, or 
the Jews, or the Romans, or the whole Gentile world in the time of our 
Lord. Having settled this point, independently on the divine testimony, 
~ they infer that the same Bible will not suit the different ages and nations: © 
that what God would say to the ignorant, barbarous beings that once peo- 
pled the world, he would not say to the present enlightened and polished 
nations of Chistendom. Thus one error has conducted to another. They 
have been led, by the deceitfulness of their hearts, to believe one lie, and 
then, to be consistent, must believe another. Had they but correct views 
of their own hearts, they would believe that the same book, which lashed 
the consciences of sinners two thousand years ago, is still the best book for 
us that God could inspire, and that it needs no altering. This is the opi- 
nion of awakened sinners. When God makes men acquainted with them- 
selves, the Bible looks them through, as if an omniscient eye was fixed in 
the centre of every page ; and it needs then no mutilations and amendments. 
O, would those who think they see an inappropriateness in the Bible doc- 
trines, look once into their own’ hearts, that look would be a sovereign a0- 
tidote to their heterodoxy ; andthe Bible would soon be found appropriate 
and precious, They would patiently read its most doleful pages, and trace. 





PSTIFSSFEPRMASRESRSFSESKRE 


1$21.] CLARK’S SERMON. 30 


with moistened eye, its portraits of human depravity ; discovering every 
feature of themselves in its most darkened lines. In the character of the 
old world, and of the Sodomites, in Paul’s description of the Gentiles, and 
in the character of Judas, they would see no touch of the divine pencil too 
dark for a delineation of their own carnal mind. It would rather seem as 
if the whole had been intended to pourtray their own likeness, in the fairest 
colours that truth could use, Their proud brow would gather sadness, their 
heart would sicken, and falling down into the dust, they would cover their 
faces and cry, Unclean! unclean! Wo is unto me! 

2.. The subject justifies a kind of preaching, as plain and pointed as any 
thing found in the law of God, or in the communications of Christ and 
his apostles. ‘Those who have anathematized a discriminating, bold, and 
plain exhibition of truth, have all gone upon the mistaken presumption, that 
men, as the ages have revolved, have gradually bleached their moral cha- 
racter. They have no idea, that were the Lord Jesus to visit the earth 
again, he would denounce.us as a sinful and adulterous generation, or ad- 
dress the very worst of men as serpents, and a generation of vipers, hardly 
escaping the damnation of hell ;—he would not now say “ that the whole 
world lieth in wickedness,”’ and that ** except a man be born again he cannot 
see the kingdom of God ;’’—the ignorant and barbarous Jews needed to be 
born again ; as also some of the less civil among the Romans, and a few 
of the more unlettered among the Grecians ; but the term has no meaning 
in an enlightened congregation in America. 

But all this is false and mischievous. Men have just such hearts as they 
always had ; and need a gospel as plain and pungent as that preached by 
the Lord Jesus. The old serpent needs to be dislodged now from his usurped 
throne and dominion, by the same coarse weapons, if you please to call 
them such, as were used eighteen hundred years ago, We may dream that 
we are conversant with celestial beings; that our hearers are all in a fair 
way for heaven; but while we are amusing them, they may, one by one, 
steal away to their death-bed, and from thence to a bed in hell. And what 
minister of Christ would not rather make them feel unhappy all the way to 
perdition, than find at last, that, while he has been preaching a smooth and 
polished gospel, one soul has been lost for ever through his negligence ¢ 

Every unregenerate man in this assembly has, in the view of Heaven, 
the same moral character with those who vexed the righteous soul of Noah, 
and Lot, and Elijah, and Malachi, and Jesus Christ, and needs to be ad- 


‘dressed in the same plain, and pungent, and discriminating style. Why 


should totally depraved men wish any other gospel than that prepared for 
the totally depraved ? What other gospel can reach their case, and alarm 
them, and save them? How cruel, if they do wish it, to amuse them with 
fair words, and smooth speeches, and thus prevent their hearts from aching, 
till their destiny is sealed. May the blessed God save his ministers from 
such deeds of treachery ! 

No, the world needs just such a gospel as was preached in Jerusalem, 
and Rome, and Corinth—needs to hear the thunders of the sme law that 
issued from the smoke of Sinai, and to see the vivid flashes that glared upen 
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its summit. Not enough better has the world become to admit the soften- 
ing down of one accent of those denunciations that fell from the lips of 
Jesus. And he who thinks otherwise, has only to look around him, and 
within him, and see how the human heart belches forth its moral corruption, 
poisoning domestic and social joy, and contaminating every district of this 
unfortunate and ruined world. Let him attend our courts of justice, and 
see how men will perjure themselves; let jim read the catalogue of di- 
vorces ; let him spend an evening in the grog-shop ; let him stop a moment 
at her door, whose * house is the way to hell ;”’* let him enter one of our 
criminal prisons ; let him penetrate once into the secrets of Ins own heart, 
and stay there till the light is let in; and if he shall then wish any other 
gospel than the one he has, we will unite with him in beseeching the Eter- 
nal to take back his terrible communications. 

3. The subject furnishes ungodly men the means of knowing their own 
characters. ‘I'hey have but to read the history of the world, and learn 
what sort.ef beings once peopled it, and that history is the mirror in which 
they can see themselves. We do not say that every two unregenerate men 
are alike in their exterior ; but we assert, on the testimony of God, that 
every two unregenerate hearts, have, in the view of God, the same moral 
eharacter. Hence the most decent of the ungodly may look at the most 
abandoned, and learn exactly what themselves would be, were God to re- 
move all restraint. Hence spake our Lord of whited sepulchres, that ap- 
peared beautiful indeed without, but within were full of dead men’s bones 
and all uncleanness. And he elsewhere assures us, He that has been angry 
with his brother without a cause, though he may not have spilt the blood 
of any man, is a murderer ; and he who has cast a lascivious look, is an 
adulterer ; and he who has not paid his tithes, has robbed God. Thus 
Heaven looks at the marrow and the pith of character ; and if men would 
know themselves, they must be willing to be measured by the same rule. 

4. We argue from this subject, that men must all pass the same second 
birth to fit them for the kingdom of God, The whited sepulchre, as well 
as that which is neglected and decayed, needs to be cleansed within, else 
it remains full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. ~The best man 
among all the unregenerate is a great sinner, and must become greatly 
ashamed, and must hate sin, and must put his trust in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, or he must be as surely shut out of heaven as the vilest man that 
breathes. Men, we know, may do different degrees of mischief; one 
may draw sin with cords of vanity, and another with a cart-rope; and 
still both may, with equal assurance, be pronounced on the way to hell. 
And in that world, it is not denied, that there may be different degrees of 
torment ; but it is denied, that either the better sinner or the worse can es- 
cape perdition, unless he be born again. Hence it becomes every man, 
honourable or mean, to be inquiring, what he must do to be saved. 
The man who stupidly imagines that any elevation of character raises him 

above the necessity of repenting, and of taking a believing grasp of the 
atonement by Jesus Christ, has mistaken his own character, and is blind to 
* Prov. vii. 27. 
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his approaching destiny. He may compass himself about with sparks of 
his own kindling, and walk in the'light of his own fire, but shall have this 
at the hand of God, that he shall lie down in everlasting sorrow. Haste 
then, ye very best of the ungodly, and be found at a Saviour’s feet, that 
ye may have life through his name. If the world esteems you a benefactor, 
and you can see no fault in yourself, still you must be born again, or die 
in your sins, and where Christ is, can never come. 

Finally, We see why there need be but one place of destiny in the coming 
world for all the unregenerate. The little shades of difference that now appear 
in the ungodly, are too insignificant to mark them out for distinct worlds. 
When God takes off those restraints that now make unholy men differ, 
they will be so much alike, that none will impeach his justice when he as- 
signs them all the saine outer darkness, the same gnawing worm, and the 
same quenchiess fire. He that has stolen his neighbour’s property, and 
died a felon, and he who has concealed the article found in the street, or 
the mistake made in his favour, or has purposely become a bankrupt, to 
escape the obligations of honesty, will appear too much alike in the judg- 
ment, to require any material diversity in their final sentence. The same 
perdition will suit them both, though one drops down to hell from the gal- 
lows, and the other is borne there on a downy bed. ‘The duelist and the 
assassin, the usurer and the pickpocket, the foresworn and the profane, 
the wine-bibber and the sot, the fashionable adulterer and the inmate of the 
brothel, must be seen to differ so little when God shall tear away the ficti- 
tious drapery from the more honourable sinner, that it will seem no incon- 
gruity to place them at last in the same hell. God will consider his law 
as openly violated, and his authority as egregiously insulted, by the man 
who sinned in accordance with public sentiment, as by the man who did 
his deeds of depravity in full and open violation of the civilities and cus- 
toms of human society. Men make wide distinctions where God will 
make none. Hence the same condemnatory sentence, the same prompt 
execution of it, the same place of punishment, the same duration of 
misery, arid the same total despair, will be the destiny of the patrician and 
the plebeian transgressor. Does the man die out of Christ, this is enough ; 
no matter whether he was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared 
sumptuously every day, or went to perdition a beggar or a slave. It will 
be the same thing to God ; and for all the millions who repent not, he will 
build but one hell. Perhaps the meanness and coarseness of his associates 
may prove at last, to the more accomplished sinner, an ingredient in his 
cup of misery that shall more than counterbalance the honours and the 
pride, which, in this life, gave him his fictitious elevation above the vulgar 
transgressor. Could | make my puny voice be heard, | would thunder 
this sentiment through all the ranks of elevated crime, till the highest prince 
should find his adulterous bed a couch of thorns, till the honourable mur- 
derer should feel in his own bosom “ the arrows of the Almighty,’’* and till 
the boldest in blasphemy and the meanest inknavery should fear alike.the 
same award, “ Depart, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepated for the 
Devil and his angels.” 

* Job, vi. 4. 





SERMON XXI. 
By DANIEL A. CLARK, A.M. 
PRACTICAL TEST OF LOVE OR ENMITY TO GOD. 


Matacut, i. 6.—A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if 
then I be a Father, where ie mine honour? and if I be a Master, where 
is my fear? 

Tis address was made to the priests of the Lord, at a very corrupt age 
of the Jewish church; and applies not only to them, but to the whole 
family of Israel. There was corruption, not merely in the priesthood : the 
whole church was exceedingly polluted. Every precept of the law was 
violated, and every rite of the sanctuary perverted. Hence most of the 
addresses made to them apply, not to believers, but to impenitent men, and 
that in all ages, and in all countries. “O Israel, thou hast destroyed thy- 
self,” would seem a strange address to true believers ; but is exactly suited 
to a community of hypocrites, whose profession of godliness embraced all 
the holiness they aimed to acquire. 

It will then be no violation of the spirit of the text, if we apply it to an 
impenitent world, embracing those who have no show of godliness, as well 
as the whole family of false professors. 

We find in the lips of many who make no pretensions to a change of 
heart, high profession of respect for the character, and government of God. 
They claim him as their Father, and would have us believe that they respect 
and obey his laws. It will be my object in this discourse to inquire, 
WHETHER MEN OF THIS CHARACTER YIELD HIM THAT FILIAL ESTEEM, OR 
THAT DUTIFUL SUBJECTION, WHICH ARE DUE TO A FATHER AND A MASTER. 
That the subject, however, may impress our minds the more tenderly, let us, 

I. Contemplate the government of God, and see if we can discover him 

with all his rational creatures as a Father and a Master. 

1. In the first place, as a Father and a Master he protects them. This the 
son and the servant expect. God keeps his eye upon all his intelligent 
creatures, and puts underneath them his arm of mercy. Not an hour would 
life be sustained, did not Jehovah keep in tune this wondrous frame; did 
he not heave the lungs, move the heart, and brace every member and every 
nerve. Dangers stand thick around us, wait at every corner to destroy us, 
but are warded off by that unseen Intelligence, “ in whom we live and move 
and have our being.’’ The unbeliever as well as tije believer, holds his life, 
his reason, his health, and all his comforts as a loan of Heaven. While he 
neglects to pray, and while every mercy is forgotten in unthankfulness; 
while he ever sets his mouth against the heavens, and defies the Power that 
protects him ; still, with paternal vigilance, God extends to him his pro- 
' tecting mercy. He lies down and sleeps and wakes because the Lord 
makes him to dwell safely. 

2. Asa Father and a Master he provides for all his creatures. That 
bread which men feed upon, as the fruit of their own industry, and for which 
they thank themselves, and every garment that covers them, and the honse 
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that shelters them, are the gifts of God. Noman could make his seed 
vegetate, or render his fields fertile, or ensure success in trade, indepen- 
dently on his Maker. ‘The showers and the dews, the genial sun, and the 
soft breezes of heaven are entirely under divine control, and unite their 
influence to feed, and clothe, and warm, and give health and vigour to an 
apostate world. Thus, as a Father and a Master, he makes timely and kind 
provision for all his creatures. 

3. Asa Father and a Master he makes ue know his will. We have 
some lessons of instruction from the fields of nature ; but in his word he has 
opened all his heart ; has made every duty plain, and placed it in the power 
of every son and servant of his to do his pleasure. He has plainly revealed 
himself and his will concerning us. He has made us acquainted with 
his Son and his kingdom. If disposed to obedience, we have nothing to 
do but to obey. And that his family of intelligences might have no excuse 
from marching up promptly to their duty, he has caused his word to be pro- 
claimed in a preached gospel. Thus we have line upon line, and precept 
upon precept. All this we expect from a father or a master. 

4. Ladd, he has made our duties light. The service he requires is plea- 
sant and easy. He demands what is to our own interest, and prohibits what 
would ruin us. His law, in all its rigour, is a most kind and benevolent 
institution, and has conferred upon his family the richest comforts and. the 
greatest obligations. Next to the Gospel, the Law of God is the richest 
bequest of Heaven to our world ; and they were both issued with the same 
design—to render intelligent beings happy in the enjoyment of their Maker. 

Finally, if we obey him, he smiles upon us, and provides for our future 
happiness as does a father and a master. The law itself, which he had a 
right to issue without a promise of reward, implies that the dutiful shall be 
happy. He approves of every act of duty, and will notice it with his favour 
even if we give to the thirsty a cup of cold water, from love to him. When 
we have sinned, and are desirous to return to duty, he accepts our repent- 
ance, forgives us, and loves us. Thus he acts the part of a kind Father, 
and an indulgent Master toward all his intelligent creation. And many 
whose hearts have never been won to love and duty, are still sensible that 
God is kind, and deserves their warmest esteem, and faithful service. But 
after all this we hear Him say, * [f then I be a Father, where is mine honour?” 

Il. Let us inquire how a kind and dutiful son or servant will treat a 
father or a master. 

I yoke the two together, because if faithful and dutiful, they will ex- 
hibit in these different relationships, very much the same deportment. 

1. In thefirst place, the son loves his father, and the good servant his 
master. The attachment is very strong ; and perhaps often as strong in the 
one case asin the other. You have seen servants who would die to protect 
their master ; and the attachment of a good son to his father none will 
question. Let us then inquire whether that class of men who acknowledge 
that they have not been regenerated, but who wish to be considered very 
friendly to their Maker, do really feel any love to his character. While they 
are made the recipients of his bounty, they may feel glad, and may mistake | 
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gladness for gratitude. Or viewing his favours as an evidence of his love 
to them, they may feel that complacency m themselves which may seem like 
affection for him. Or making some essential mistake in their views of his 
character, they may love the image they have set up, and which they call 
Jehovah. Or being grossly ignorant of his character, they may never feel 
their hearts drawn out toward hii, in any very strong affection or passion, 
and so may not know that they do not love him. Or these things may all 
combine to deceive and ruin them. 

If we have any love to God we must love his whole character, and must 
Jearn his character from the Bible. We must not only love the Being who 
waters our fields, and wakes the earth fruitful, and the air salubrious ; who 
supplies us with health and plenty ; but the Being, (for he is the same,) who 
sends drought, and fainine, and pestilence ; who cuts off our comforts, and 
sends disease, and death, and darkness, and sorrow into our habitations. 
We must not only love him, who created us, who protects us, who feeds us, 
who enlightens us, and who offers us salvation ; but him who gave us his 
law, gave that law its sanctions, and annexes to a rejection of the Gospel 
the sure pledge of endless misery. We must not only love the Being who 
has watched the world with paternal solicitude, and has given to the dif- 
ferent nations their prosperity and their honours; but him, (for he is the 
saine God,) who blotted out the old world, who burned the cities of the 
plain, who has plagued the kingdoms of men with revolutions, earthquakes, 
storms, and wars. We must not only love him who has built a heaven for 
redeemed sinners, but him who has digged a bottomless pit, and kindied a 
quenchiless fire for the finally impenitent. We cannot love the Author of 
all good, and hate him as the Author of what we call evil. There is but one 
God, and he assures us that he makes light, and creates darkness. We 
must vest him with all his attributes, and love him as a whole Deity, or he 
will spurn our affection, and count us his enemies, He is as worthy of 
esteem in the exercise of holiness, justice, truth, and vengeance, as when 
he displays his infinite goodness and mercy. His threatenings do him as 
much honour as his promises. His plagues are as necessary as his blessings, 
his lightnings as his rains, his Law as his Gospel, his prison as his palaces. 
His rod and his bread are both blessings to his children and his servants. 

Now the question is, do that class of men who speak so highly of their 
Maker, and who would have us believe that they are so grateful for his 
benefits, and have pleasure in contemplating his character, but who have no 
pretensions to having passed the new birth—do they love the whole of the 
divine character? [ave they selected the attributes of their supreme Deity 
from the Bible, and do they disrobe him of no single perfection? Is the 
view the Bible gives of Jehovah pleasant to them in all its parts? Would 
they not alter one single trait if they might? Have they no exceptions to 
make, when they think of him, and speak of him, and pray to him? And 
. when they think of going to be in his presence for ever, is his character 
exactly such as they would love to contemplate and to dwell with ? 

I know that some of these questions, at moments, are trying even to the be- 
liever ; but he does hope, that he approves of every attribute in the character 
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of Jehovah. But do not that class of men, to whom this sermon is principally 
addressed, manifest, that they are pleased with only a part of the divine cha- 
racter? Hence how frequently will they deny such of the doctrines as clash 
with their views of God. ‘Total depravity is viewed as rendering them too 
deformed for him to love till they are radically changed. The necessity 
of such a change begets a doubt whether they are on the way to heaven, 
The deity of Christ argues, that men are in a state of fearful ruin from which 
none but an almighty Redeemer can rescue them. The necessity of a divine 
influence to change the heart, cuts off the hope which they build on ther 
own good works, as qualifying them for heaven. Any divine purpose 
respecting the heirs of salvation, places their destiny in the hands of God ; 
where they are afraid to trust it. His sovereignty in regenerating whom he 
will, leaves it doubtful whether their purposes of future repentance will be 
executed. Threatenings of everlasting misery to the finally impenitent, ex- 
hibit God as too inflexibly holy to be their Jehovah. 

Do they not dread these doctrines because they undermine their high 
opinion of themselves, and in their view mar the character of God? If they 
loved him, they would have confidence in him ; they would believe what he 
says, would dare to be in his hands, would have no fear of his decrees, nor 
be apprehensive of too great severity in his justice. 

The child, when he is received into the arms of his father, asks from him 
nO promise that he will not cast him into the fire or the flood. If he knows 
that his father has. written his last testament, he has no fear that he is disin- 
herited : and the faithful servant has the same confidence. 

2, The good child loves the society of his father, and the faithful ser- 
vant loves to be with his master. Every one has observed that love will 
thus operate. If then God be a Father, where is hishonour? Do men in 
their native state love to be with God. ‘The believer will know what | mean 
by being withGod. ‘There is a sense in which God is every where; but a 
special sense in which he is present with his people. Communion with him 
is as much a reality as communion with a friend. In a friend we do not see 
that spirit with which we hold fellowship. When it bas fled, still all that we 
saw is present, but communion is at an end. God’s people have endearing 
fellowship with him, and there is no blessing which they prize so highly. 
In the family, in the closet, if the sanctuary, and in the field, they mingle 
their souls with the great Spirit, and are happy. The ordinances are ap- 
pointed for this purpose. One day spent in his courts is better than a 
thousand elsewhere. 

But the men we have described—do they understand the nature, and esti- 
mate the privilege of this fellowship? ‘They think they love their Maker, 
and are displeased if we question their piety ; but do they seek com- 
munion with him? Are they men of prayer, and accustomed to the work 
of praise? Do they love retirement and meditation? Do they pore much 
over the page of inspiration, and do they cultivate a spirit of devotion? Al 
this is to be expected of one who loves to be with God. A few transient 
thoughts of him as a Benefactor are not a sufficient testimony of’ gu- 
preme attachment. God commands more than this, and if we are his chil- 
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dren, or his servants, we shall desire more. Else what is meant when we 
are commanded to “ pray without ceasing”? And what does David mean 
when he says, “ As the hart panteth after the water-brooks, so panteth my 
soul after thee, O God’? Or Job, when he says, “ O that I knew where 
I might find him ; that I might come even to his seat”? Now a religion 
that produces none of all this—that never thirsts after God, nor grieves on 
account of his absence—is to be suspected as radically deficient. It may 
serve to deceive, but will never save. 

3. A good son and a faithful servant will be cheerfully obedient. A dutiful 
temper is indispensable in either of these stations. The son who does not 
cheerfully receive and execute the wishes of his father is unworthy of the 
name, and deserves to be disinherited. And the servant who does not ex- 
hibit the same dutiful temper is a mere slave. Let us then apply this test 
to that class of men who are addressed in the text. Is it their joy to obey 
the Lord? They will then attend well to his commands. They will read 
and meditate upon his law, and will make his word the man of their counsel, 
and will study to obey. Is'this the fact? Are they employed in studying 
ways and means to glorify God, and make mankind happy? Do they dis- 
charge with conscientious fidelity all the duties of their respective offices 
and relations? Are they among the first to feed the poor, instruct the igno- 
rant, reform the vicious? What they would that others should do to them, 
do they make this the rule of their own conduct? And are they uniform 
in their regard to duty ? Do they yield God the service he requires? and ex- 
hibit that respect to his name, his word, his worship, and his Son, which he 
enjoins? Or, to express the whole ina few words, have they a tender con- 
science, which fears to do wrong, fears to neglect a duty, fears to violate an 
obligation, dreads the least deviation from the most perfect rectitude? Such 
a conscience is, of all others, the most decisive test of a holy mind. “ If 
ye love me, keep my commandments.” “ By this shall all men know that 
ye are thy disciples, if ye do whatsoever I command you.”” We may then 
safely rest the matter here; if men conscientiously regard all that God has 
spoken as immediately binding upon their consciences and their conduct,— 
believe them pious ; but if they say but little, and care but little, about duty, 
we must retain all our fears. 

4. The son and the servant will each be attached to his father’s or his 
master’s family. Ifa child or a servant be unhappy at home, it is an omen 
» of evil, an evidence of some unhappy alienation of affection. If we apply 


©) this test to the characters addressed in the text, what isthe result? Do they 


h themselves to the family of Christ? Do they love his disciples, and 
them as their inmates, and hold sweet counsel with them, and wish 
their society forever? And is their attachment stronger to those who are emi- 
neatly holy than to others? If we love God, we shall love those most who 
wear most prominently the marks of his image. With them we shall wish 
to be identified in a compact, strong and eternal. Hence to hope that we 
love the Redeemer, while we stand aloof from his family, is absurd. * By this 
shall al} men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.” 
Hence generally we shall find the people of God in a cluster. We may 
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find a few strayed from the family, but we shall find Pearanes Acne 4 
happy till they come and take their place in his house. 

5. Tassels and the con evo very aliens oP dachicher Giitadetaan 
or their master. They will not hear him reproached; they separate them-. 
selves from his enemies, and from the place where he is not honoured. 
And all this God expects from those who acknowledge him as their Father . 
or their Master. But do we discover this delicacy of feeling in that class 
of men who would be esteemed religious, but who have no pretensions to a 
change of heart? Aré they grieved to hear the name, and attributes, and 
works of the Lord spoken lightly of? Do they retire from the sound of pro- 
faneness, and feel themselves abused, if men in their presence will not reve- 
rence Jehovah? It must be proper to bring every man’s religion’ to,this 
test. You would esteem no man your friend who could stay, and be con- 
tent, when he heard you abused. Mere silence in him, while others abused 
you, would evince that his friendship was deceitful. Now God has assured 
us that ‘he is a jealous God ;°’ of course he will watch the smallest devia- 
tions from propriety in those who would be thought to love him. The man 
who would smile at an oath, or carry on conversation with one who was 
profane, and show no disapprobation, will find it difficult to prove that he is 
grieved when God is dishonoured, and will forfeit his claim to piety. One 
has not a keener sense of the touch of fire, than of any contact with pro- 
faneness, after he has been sanctified by the grace of God. 

Finally, the, kind son and the dutiful sesvant will wish to have others ac- 
quainted with their father and their master. Their own attachment is so 
strong, that they conceive nothing more to be necessary, than that his cha- 
racter should be known, in order to his being loved and respected. Apply 
this test, if you please, to that class of men who have no pretensions to 
having been regenerated, but who still insist upon it that they love God and 
are friendly to his government and kingdom. Do they wish to extend the 
knowledge of God to others? Are they grieved that so small a portion of 
the human family have the sacred volume, and that those who have it know 
so little of its contents? Do we find them among the first to propagate 
the gospel? Are they deeply interested in the great work that is at present 
going on in the Christian world? Do they rejoice at every new translation of 
the scriptures? And are they ready to contribute of their wealth to propagate 
the truth? All this must follow a strong attachment to God. And if 
things be otherwise with those who hope that they love him, there is some- oS 
where a radical mistake. If men love the God of the Bible, they will wish 
others to have the Bible, that they may know and love the same God. 
they doubt the truth of the scriptures, and are attached merely to some 
whom they style the God of nature, then indeed they may feel indifferent 
whether men have any other than the book of nature. But this is 
precisely, and men would be ashamed, in the present day, to advocate a 
system that is becoming obsolete. In fact, there is no God of nature, but 
the God of the Bible.’ He who built the hills and ‘built the sun,’ 

the book of grace, and is the only God who can save in the hour of 
tress, Why should we deceive ourselves with a scheme which is rotten, 
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or be conterit that othet#isheuld tru souls to some Jupiter or Moloch, 
that neveér,had any existence, bat in the imagination of sueh as didnot like 
to retain Géd'in their knowledge ? 63 ca 

My dear hearers,"we must come-to the conclusion (and the sooner the 

better) that thére iho religion sist a change of heart. ‘ Except a man 
be born again he cannot see the, Kingdom of God.” “We must have tha 
same religion which has broughtipthers to their knees, and borne them ‘t 
the place of prayer, and cut them off from the mesif the world, and refi- 
dered them men of faith and of devotion, or we must@ie without any, and 
perish in our delusions. Religion cannot be shaped to ] a carnal 
mind—egnriot be brought down toithe frigid taste of undtincti men. . It 
hag femained the same in all ages, and will continue to demand a temper 
which unsanctified men do not feel, and a conduct which they do not 
exhibit. 

We are the more anxious to do good to that class of men who have beep | 
brought into View, because we see many excellences in their character. 
They are neither intemperate, profane, nor false ; they are civil, abd de+ 
cent, and kind, and hospitable ; they are often publiggspirited. Hence true 
religion, would place then among the first on the list of useful men. We | 
grieve to see them lack this one thing needful, because it prevents their 
usefulness, and mars their happiness. 

But we are anxious for another reason, which must not be concealed. 
We think they are entirely mistaken in their hopes of future, happiness, 
We fedr their death-bed will be a scene of stupidity, or of horror. We 
apprehend, (and if we are deceived still we are honest,) that they are in im 
minent danger of being Most for ever. Their religion has too little to do” 
with a Saviour ; it nourishes too high an opinion of works ; it is too frigidy 
too thoughtless, too prayerless ; it is too much afraid of the cross ; is no 
sufficiently humble, watchful, circumspect, heavenly-minded. We fear iti 
not the religion of the gospel, and will avail them nothing in the last day, 
We think it important that they examine their hopes, before it be too late 
and if they find that they have not a religion which will stand the test o 
the last day, #hey should bow immediately to the Lord Jesus Christ. Wh 
should men intrench themselves in a refuge of lies, to be demolished by th 
hail of the last day, and leave them unsheltered in the midst of that fearf 
storm ? ‘ 

If God be a Father, honour him. Devote your life to him, and yield 
him your richest, best affections. Be ashamed of no duty which he re 
quires shrink froin nv sacrifice he demands; and let the world know that’ 
you are not asharned of your Father. 

If he be a Master, honour him. Make his law your study, and congider 

i your freedom. ‘hen you will at last hear.him say to you, “* Well 
se and faithful servant, thou hast been faithful over a few things, I~ 
“make thee ruler. oyer many things: enter thou into the joy of thy. 


Lord.” Itwill then Silpour privilege and your honour to serve him in some-— 
more peste nate: of usefulness for ever. 
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